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 Debbie Affinito has taken over as program chair; lets help her out! 
 
July 7th -  Club Assembly 
July 14th - Rose Iksic Rotary Ambassadorial Scholar—Reunion Island  
July 21st - Open 
July 28th - Holy Sepulcher Guatemalan Mission Trip Review 

Rich-Mar Rotary c/o Treesdale Golf & County Club - One Arnold Palmer Drive Gibsonia, Pa 15044  (724) 625-2220 

Stoves for Pinalejo presented by Joe Schmitt 6/30/10 
================================ 

On April 9th a group of us made a trip to the North-
west part of the country of Honduras, west of the City 
of San Pedro Sula and approximately 2 hours from the 
Guatemalan border. With assistance from our friends 
and fellow Rotarians at the Tegucigalpa Rotary we 
were able to get recommendations, information and 
contacts in the town of Pinalejo. 
 
It was interesting to discover that this community had 
a group of 5 Individuals that made up a civic group in 
the town called CODEPIN. Once we arrived, we were 
surprised and extremely encouraged to see their dedi-
cation to making their town a better place to live. 

 
Project #1 was the Stove building seminar and Project #2 was education on water and water filter 
distribution.  There were 3 Reasons for this: 
 
1) Provide a healthier environment in 
their homes.  
2) Educate them with a skill so that they 
could help themselves, others or even 
start an enterprise. 
3) Determine if they had an interest in 
helping themselves to start with by their 
participation. 
 
Our Rich-Mar Rotary support of $1,000 
supplied bricks, clay, pipe, steel and a 
skilled welder to conduct the stove 
seminar. Then we provided the addi-
tional materials and the welder to con-
tinue work on the projects after we had 
returned home. 

Monday, June 28, 2010 was Rich-Mar Rotary’s Sucessful Golf Outing…. 
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2010 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
�  Wednesday July 21st—Rich-Mar Happy 

Hour at Treesdale at 5 PM 
�  Wednesday, August 18,  PARC Picnic (Pa 

Association for Special Citizens) 
�  Saturday, October 2, Mars Applefest 
�  Saturday, November 13, Pancake Break-

fast at Mars United Presbyterian Church 
�  Wednesday, November 24, the Annual 

Turkey Raffle at Treesdale Golf & CC 
�  Saturday, November 27, Turkey Trot  
�  Saturday, December 11, Christmas Dinner 

Celebration for Rich-Mar Rotary  
  

 We built the stove and had the seminar in the 
school yard of one of the poorest areas in Pinalejo. Ironi-
cally this part of town was called Las Vegas. 70 children 
attend school at this 2 room school house.  The mothers 
cook the rice, beans and tortillas in their home and  then 
carry the food to school in the morning. By having the 
seminar and building the stove at the school cooking 
could now be done at the school. 
 
Project #2  Water education and water filter 
installations.  
 
We were able to distribute 51 filters in the town. 2 of 
these were set up in the little school of the 3 presidents. 
 
Visiting more schools was an important part of water 
education that week. The largest school project of the 
week was visiting a large high school in the center of 
Pinalejo with 21 classrooms. There we explained the dan-

gers of drinking water that had not been filtered.  
 
We did a third project on the fly, lights for the town square. The 
gratitude of the people and the CODEPIN group was overwhelming 
and on the last night when the lights where turned on, the towns peo-
ple insisted on a ribbon cutting ceremony when the switch was 
pulled. 
 
The stoves and water filters fed a healthier lifestyle but the lights in 
the square fed the spirit and pride of the community more than we 
could have imagined 
 
The latest report I received from Elmer Fernandez said that 4 more 
stoves were near completion and the water filters were doing a won-
derful job eliminating illness. 
 
We plan to return at the end of the summer to continue assessing 
needs and make plans for medical work and eye glasses.  

Elmer says 
they have 2 
new projects 
they are 
working on.  
 
1) A com-
munity Ser-
vice House 
to have 
many uses 
including,   
CODEPIN 
Meeting 

Place, Virtual Library, Medical brigade work, Funeral Home for 
poor. 
 
2) A Sidewalk along the main road so that the children are not 
walking in the road when the go to and return from the schools. 


